FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram according to the present 
embodiment. In the drawing, 1 is an IC card comprising a memory 3 
having a write control input circuit 2. The memory 3 is composed of, 
e.g., an EEPROM or the like which allows erasing and rewriting till 
a write protect process is performed. 

4 is a fuse circuit inserted between the output terminal of the 
write control input circuit 2 (the control input terminal of the memory 
3) and a power supply terminal Vc. 5 is an earth circuit inserted 
between the input terminal of the write control input circuit 2 and the 
earth to be disconnectabl e at the position of the cut-off line 6 of the 
IC card 1 which is indicated by the broken line. Alternatively, the 
earth circuit 5 may also be disconnected by perforating a hole from 
immediately thereabove. 

7 is an inverter composing the write control input circuit 2 
mentioned above. 8 is a transistor embedded on the output side of the 
inverter 7 to have a collector connected to the output terminal and an 
emitter connected to the earth. 

In such a structure, when the lower left corner portion of the IC 
card 2 is cut away along the card cut-off line 6, the earth circuit 5 is 
disconnected. When the IC card 1 is inserted in a device after the 
disconnection of the earth circuit 5, the potential at the input of the 
inverter 7 rises from the earth potential so that the logic value "1" is 
applied from the power supply terminal Vc to the inverter 7. This 
brings the transistor 8 embedded in the inverter 7 into a no-bias 
condition so that an overcurrent flows from the power supply terminal 
Vc to the earth via the fuse circuit 4 and the transistor 8. As a result, 
the fuse of the fuse circuit 4 is blown before the breakdown of the 
transistor 8. 
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Accordingly, the logic value "0" representing write protection 
is imparted to the output of the inverter 7 so that writing becomes 
impossible even though data is inputted. Thus, a rewrite protect 
process is executed through simple mechanical disconnection of the 
earth circuit 5. 

In addition to the means for cutting away the corner portion of 
the IC card described above, atechnology which disconnects the earth 
circuit 5 by perforating a hole in the circuit from immediately 
thereabove can also be used to disconnect the earth circuit 5. 
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